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Generic Marking Principles

T h e se  g e n e r a l  m a r ki n g  p r i n ci p l e s m u st  b e  a p p l i e d  b y a l l  e xa m i n e r s w h e n  m a r ki n g  ca n d i d a t e  a n sw e r s.  
T h e y sh o u l d  b e  a p p l i e d  a l o n g si d e  t h e  sp e ci f i c co n t e n t  o f  t h e  m a r k sch e m e  o r  g e n e r i c l e ve l  d e sc r i p t o r s 
f o r  a  q u e st i o n .  Ea ch  q u e st i o n  p a p e r  a n d  m a r k sch e m e  w i l l  a l so  co m p l y w i t h  t h e se  m a r ki n g  p r i n c i p l e s.

G EN ER I C M A R K I N G  P R I N CI P LE 1:

M a r ks m u st  b e  a w a r d e d  i n  l i n e  w i t h :

• t h e  sp e ci f i c  co n t e n t  o f  t h e  m a r k sch e m e  o r  t h e  g e n e r i c l e ve l  d e scr i p t o r s f o r  t h e  q u e st i o n
• t h e  sp e ci f i c  ski l l s d e f i n e d  i n  t h e  m a r k sch e m e  o r  i n  t h e  g e n e r i c l e ve l  d e scr i p t o r s f o r  t h e  

q u e st i o n
• t h e  st a n d a r d  o f  r e sp o n se  r e q u i r e d  b y a  ca n d i d a t e  a s e xe m p l i f i e d  b y t h e  st a n d a r d i sa t i o n  

scr i p t s.

G EN ER I C M A R K I N G  P R I N CI P LE 2:

M a r ks a w a r d e d  a r e  a l w a ys whole marks ( n o t  h a l f  m a r ks,  o r  o t h e r  f r a ct i o n s) .

G EN ER I C M A R K I N G  P R I N CI P LE 3 :

M a r ks m u st  b e  a w a r d e d  positively:

• m a r ks a r e  a w a r d e d  f o r  co r r e ct / va l i d  a n sw e r s,  a s d e f i n e d  i n  t h e  m a r k sch e m e .  H o w e ve r ,  cr e d i t  
i s g i ve n  f o r  va l i d  a n sw e r s w h i ch  g o  b e yo n d  t h e  sco p e  o f  t h e  syl l a b u s a n d  m a r k sch e m e ,  
r e f e r r i n g  t o  yo u r  T e a m  Le a d e r  a s a p p r o p r i a t e

• m a r ks a r e  a w a r d e d  w h e n  ca n d i d a t e s cl e a r l y d e m o n st r a t e  w h a t  t h e y kn o w  a n d  ca n  d o
• m a r ks a r e  n o t  d e d u ct e d  f o r  e r r o r s
• m a r ks a r e  n o t  d e d u ct e d  f o r  o m i ssi o n s
• a n sw e r s sh o u l d  o n l y b e  j u d g e d  o n  t h e  q u a l i t y o f  sp e l l i n g ,  p u n ct u a t i o n  a n d  g r a m m a r  w h e n  

t h e se  f e a t u r e s a r e  sp e ci f i ca l l y a sse sse d  b y t h e  q u e st i o n  a s i n d i ca t e d  b y t h e  m a r k sch e m e .  T h e  
m e a n i n g ,  h o w e ve r ,  sh o u l d  b e  u n a m b i g u o u s.

G EN ER I C M A R K I N G  P R I N CI P LE 4 :

R u l e s m u st  b e  a p p l i e d  co n si st e n t l y e . g .  i n  si t u a t i o n s w h e r e  ca n d i d a t e s h a ve  n o t  f o l l o w e d  
i n st r u ct i o n s o r  i n  t h e  a p p l i ca t i o n  o f  g e n e r i c l e ve l  d e sc r i p t o r s.

G EN ER I C M A R K I N G  P R I N CI P LE 5 :

M a r ks sh o u l d  b e  a w a r d e d  u si n g  t h e  f u l l  r a n g e  o f  m a r ks d e f i n e d  i n  t h e  m a r k sch e m e  f o r  t h e  
q u e st i o n  ( h o w e ve r ;  t h e  u se  o f  t h e  f u l l  m a r k r a n g e  m a y b e  l i m i t e d  a cco r d i n g  t o  t h e  q u a l i t y o f  t h e  
ca n d i d a t e  r e sp o n se s se e n ) .

G EN ER I C M A R K I N G  P R I N CI P LE 6 :

M a r ks a w a r d e d  a r e  b a se d  so l e l y o n  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t s a s d e f i n e d  i n  t h e  m a r k sch e m e .  M a r ks s h o u l d  
n o t  b e  a w a r d e d  w i t h  g r a d e  t h r e sh o l d s o r  g r a d e  d e scr i p t o r s i n  m i n d .
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Note: A l l  e xa m i n e r s a r e  i n st r u ct e d  t h a t  a l t e r n a t i ve  co r r e ct  a n sw e r s a n d  u n e xp e ct e d  a p p r o a ch e s 
i n  ca n d i d a t e s’  sc r i p t s m u st  b e  g i ve n  m a r ks t h a t  f a i r l y r e f l e ct  t h e  r e l e va n t  kn o w l e d g e  a n d  ski l l s 
d e m o n st r a t e d .  N o n e t h e l e ss,  t h e  co n t e n t  m u st  b e  cl e a r l y r e l a t e d  t o  a n d  d e r i ve d  f r o m  t h e  t e xt .

Section A: Directed Writing

Question 1

T h i s q u e st i o n  t e st s t h e  f o l l o w i n g  w r i t i n g  a ss e ssm e n t  o b j e ct i ve s ( 25  m a r ks)  

W1 a r t i cu l a t e  e xp e r i e n ce  a n d  e xp r e ss w h a t  i s t h o u g h t ,  f e l t  a n d  i m a g i n e d  
W2 o r g a n i se  a n d  st r u ct u r e  i d e a s a n d  o p i n i o n s f o r  d e l i b e r a t e  e f f e ct  
W3 u se  a  r a n g e  o f  vo ca b u l a r y a n d  se n t e n c e  st r u ct u r e s a p p r o p r i a t e  t o  co n t e xt
W4 u se  r e g i st e r  a p p r o p r i a t e  t o  co n t e xt
W5 m a ke  a ccu r a t e  u se  o f  sp e l l i n g ,  p u n ct u a t i o n  a n d  g r a m m a r .

and r e a d i n g  a sse ssm e n t  o b j e ct i ve s ( 15  m a r ks)

R1 d e m o n st r a t e  u n d e r st a n d i n g  o f  e xp l i ci t  m e a n i n g s
R2 d e m o n st r a t e  u n d e r st a n d i n g  o f  i m p l i ci t  m e a n i n g s a n d  a t t i t u d e s 
R3 a n a l yse ,  e va l u a t e  a n d  d e ve l o p  f a ct s,  i d e a s a n d  o p i n i o n s,  u si n g  a p p r o p r i a t e  su p p o r t  f r o m  t h e  t e xt
R5 se l e ct  a n d  u se  i n f o r m a t i o n  f o r  sp e ci f i c p u r p o se s.
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Question Answer Marks

1 Imagine you are a pupil in a school which does not have a school 
council.

Write a speech to be given in a school assembly, giving your views on 
whether or not students should participate in decisions made about the 
school.

In your speech you should:
• evaluate the views given in both texts about student participation 
• give your own views, based on what you have read, about whether a 

school council would benefit students and teachers.

Base your speech on what you have read in both texts, but be careful to 
use your own words. Address both of the bullet points.

Begin your speech: ‘Thank you for coming to listen to me today …’. 

Write about 250 to 350 words.

Up to 15 marks are available for the content of your answer, and up to 
25 marks for the quality of your writing.

N o t e s o n  t a sk:

Responses might use the following ideas:

Text A

• ‘ o n ce  f a sh i o n a b l e ’  –  st u d e n t  r e p r e se n t a t i o n  m a y j u st  b e  a  p a ssi n g  f a d
• Sch o o l  co u n ci l s t a ke  u p  t o o  m u ch  t i m e  a n d  e n e r g y f r o m  st u d e n t s a n d  

t e a ch e r s
• ‘ l i p  se r vi ce ’  –  i f  st u d e n t  r e p r e se n t a t i o n  i s f a ke ,  i t  h a s n o  su b st a n ce
• T e a ch e r s a r e  a cco u n t a b l e  t o  p a r e n t s a n d  sh o u l d  p u t  e d u ca t i o n  f i r st
• Exp e r i e n ce d  t e a ch e r s sh o u l d  m a ke  d e ci si o n s,  n o t  ch i l d r e n

Text B

• A n  ‘ e n l i g h t e n e d ’  a p p r o a ch  i s n e e d e d  t o  m a ke  sch o o l  co u n ci l s w o r k
• St u d e n t  p a r t i ci p a t i o n  i s v e r y p o p u l a r  a n d  w e l l  r e g a r d e d
• St u d e n t  p a r t i ci p a t i o n  w o r ks w h e n  ch i l d r e n  a r e  i n vo l ve d  i n  ‘ r e a l ’  i ssu e s
• St u d e n t s ca n  t a ke  r e sp o n si b i l i t y f o r  d i f f i cu l t  p r o b l e m s,  e . g .  b e h a vi o u r
• P a r t i ci p a t i o n  ca n  m a ke  a  d i f f e r e n ce  t o  st u d e n t s’  a t t i t u d e s t o  sch o o l
• A t t e n d a n ce  a n d  r e su l t s a r e  i m p r o ve d  b y p a r t i ci p a t i o n
• St u d e n t s ca n  l e a r n  i m p o r t a n t  ski l l s,  e . g .  n e g o t i a t i o n ,  co m m u n i ca t i o n ,  

d e ci si o n - m a ki n g
• St u d e n t s ca n  h a ve  a  f r e s h  e ye  o n  i ssu e s
• D e ci si o n s m a d e  m a y h a ve  a  m a j o r  i m p a ct  o n  t h e m  so  t h e y a r e  m o t i va t e d  

t o  p a r t i ci p a t e

40
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Question Answer Marks

1 Possible evaluation of ideas:

Text A

• Sch o o l  co u n ci l s m a y i n d e e d  b e  p o i n t l e ss i f  st u d e n t s’  d e ci si o n s a r e  n o t  
va l u e d

• M r  A zi z su g g e st s st u d e n t s h a ve  l i t t l e  e xp e r i e n ce  t o  b r i n g  t o  d e ci si o n s 
a b o u t  sch o o l

• T h e  m a i n  f u n ct i o n  o f  a  sc h o o l  i s t o  e d u ca t e  –  t h i s h a s  i m p l i ca t i o n s f o r  
st u d e n t  p a r t i ci p a t i o n

Text B

• St u d e n t  r e p r e se n t a t i o n  o n  i t s o w n  i s n o t  e n o u g h  –  n e e d s p l a n n i n g
• So m e  q u i t e  a m b i t i o u s cl a i m s a r e  m a d e  a b o u t  i t s b e n e f i t s –  a r e  t h e se  

r e a l i st i c?
• N o t  m u ch  i s sa i d  a b o u t  h o w  m u ch  t i m e  a n d  co m m i t m e n t  i t  t a ke s –  j u st  

t h a t  i t  sh o u l d  b e  sp e l t  o u t

Possible synthesis of ideas:

T e xt  A  se e m s t o  i l l u st r a t e  a  d i f f e r e n t  a p p r o a ch  t o  e d u ca t i o n / t h e  p u r p o se  o f  
sch o o l s f r o m  T e xt  B .  T h e  a p p r o a ch  i n  T e xt  A  i s b a se d  o n  t h e  a u t h o r i t y o f  t h e  
t e a ch e r / l a ck o f  t r u st  i n  st u d e n t s,  w h e r e a s t h e  a p p r o a c h  i n  T e xt  B  i s b a se d  
o n  t h e  t e a ch e r  a s f a ci l i t a t o r / f a i t h  i n  st u d e n t s t o  m a ke  g o o d  d e ci si o n s –  
ca n d i d a t e s’  o w n  vi e w s m a y r e f l e ct  t h i s.

T e x t  A  sh o w s so m e  r i d i cu l e  t o w a r d s st u d e n t  p a r t i ci p a t i o n  w h i l e  T e xt  B  
e n t h u se s a b o u t  i t  –  t h e  ca n d i d a t e  m a y su g g e st  t h e se  a r e  b o t h  e xt r e m e s a n d  
t h e  t r u t h  l i e s so m e w h e r e  i n  b e t w e e n .

T h e  ‘ i t  a l l  d e p e n d s’  a p p r o a ch  m a y sh o w  syn t h e si s o f  i d e a s –  M r  A zi z’ s 
cyn i ci sm  m e a n s st u d e n t  p a r t i ci p a t i o n  w o u l d  n e ve r  w o r k b u t  st u d e n t s’  ‘ f r e sh  
e ye ’  o n  d i f f i cu l t  p r o b l e m s m i g h t  w o r k.
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Marking criteria for Section A Question 1 

Table A, Writing

Use  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  t a b l e  t o  g i ve  a  m a r k o u t  o f  25  f o r  w r i t i n g .  

Level Marks Description

6 22–25 • H i g h l y e f f e ct i ve  st yl e  ca p a b l e  o f  co n ve yi n g  su b t l e  m e a n i n g .  ( W 1)
• Ca r e f u l l y st r u ct u r e d  f o r  b e n e f i t  o f  t h e  r e a d e r .  ( W 2)
• W i d e  r a n g e  o f  so p h i st i ca t e d  vo ca b u l a r y ,  p r e ci se l y u se d .  ( W 3 )
• H i g h l y e f f e ct i ve  r e g i st e r  f o r  a u d i e n ce  a n d  p u r p o se .  ( W 4 )
• Sp e l l i n g ,  p u n ct u a t i o n  a n d  g r a m m a r  a l m o st  a l w a ys a c cu r a t e .  ( W 5 )

5 18–21 • Ef f e ct i ve  st yl e .  ( W 1)
• Se cu r e  o ve r a l l  st r u ct u r e ,  o r g a n i se d  t o  h e l p  t h e  r e a d e r .  ( W 2)
• W i d e  r a n g e  o f  vo ca b u l a r y ,  u se d  w i t h  so m e  p r e ci si o n .  ( W 3 )
• Ef f e ct i ve  r e g i st e r  f o r  a u d i e n ce  a n d  p u r p o se .  ( W 4 )
• Sp e l l i n g ,  p u n ct u a t i o n  a n d  g r a m m a r  m o st l y a ccu r a t e ,  w i t h  o cca si o n a l  m i n o r  

e r r o r s.  ( W 5 )

4 14–17 • So m e t i m e s e f f e ct i ve  st yl e .  ( W 1)
• I d e a s g e n e r a l l y w e l l  se q u e n ce d .  ( W 2)
• R a n g e  o f  vo ca b u l a r y i s a d e q u a t e  a n d  so m e t i m e s e f f e ct i ve .  ( W 3 )
• So m e t i m e s e f f e ct i ve  r e g i st e r  f o r  a u d i e n ce  a n d  p u r p o se .  ( W 4 )
• Sp e l l i n g ,  p u n ct u a t i o n  a n d  g r a m m a r  g e n e r a l l y a ccu r a t e  t h o u g h  w i t h  so m e  

e r r o r s.  ( W 5 )

3 10–13 • I n co n si st e n t  st yl e ,  e xp r e ssi o n  so m e t i m e s a w kw a r d  b u t  m e a n i n g  cl e a r .  ( W 1)
• R e l i e s o n  t h e  se q u e n ce  o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  t e xt .  ( W 2)
• V o ca b u l a r y i s si m p l e ,  l i m i t e d  i n  r a n g e  o r  r e l i a n t  o n  t h e  o r i g i n a l  t e xt .  ( W 3 )
• So m e  a w a r e n e ss o f  a n  a p p r o p r i a t e  r e g i st e r  f o r  a u d i e n ce  a n d  p u r p o se .  ( W 4 )
• F r e q u e n t  e r r o r s o f  sp e l l i n g ,  p u n ct u a t i o n  a n d  g r a m m a r ,  so m e t i m e s 

se r i o u s. ( W 5 )

2 6–9 • Li m i t e d  st yl e .  ( W 1)
• R e sp o n se  i s n o t  w e l l  se q u e n ce d .  ( W 2)
• Li m i t e d  vo ca b u l a r y o r  w o r d s/ p h r a se s co p i e d  f r o m  t h e  o r i g i n a l  t e xt .  ( W 3 )
• Li m i t e d  a w a r e n e ss o f  a p p r o p r i a t e  r e g i st e r  f o r  a u d i e n ce  a n d  p u r p o se .  ( W 4 )
• P e r si st e n t  e r r o r s o f  sp e l l i n g ,  p u n ct u a t i o n  a n d  g r a m m a r .  ( W 5 )  

1 1–5 • Exp r e ssi o n  u n cl e a r .  ( W 1)
• P o o r  se q u e n ci n g  o f  i d e a s.  ( W 2)
• V e r y l i m i t e d  vo ca b u l a r y o r  co p yi n g  f r o m  t h e  o r i g i n a l  t e xt .  ( W 3 )
• V e r y l i m i t e d  a w a r e n e ss o f  a p p r o p r i a t e  r e g i st e r  f o r  a u d i e n ce  a n d  

p u r p o se . ( W 4 )
• P e r si st e n t  e r r o r s i n  sp e l l i n g ,  p u n ct u a t i o n  a n d  g r a m m a r  i m p e d e  

co m m u n i ca t i o n .  ( W 5 )

0 0 • N o  cr e d i t a b l e  co n t e n t .
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Table B, Reading

Use  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  t a b l e  t o  g i ve  a  m a r k o u t  o f  15  f o r  r e a d i n g .  

Level Marks Description

6 13–15 • Su cce ssf u l l y e va l u a t e s i d e a s a n d  o p i n i o n s,  b o t h  e xp l i ci t  a n d  i m p l i ci t .   
( R 1,  R 2, R 3 )

• A ssi m i l a t e s i d e a s f r o m  t h e  t e xt  t o  g i ve  a  d e ve l o p e d ,  so p h i st i ca t e d  r e sp o n se .  
( R 3 ,  R 5 )

5 10–12 • So m e  su cce ssf u l  e v a l u a t i o n  o f  i d e a s a n d  o p i n i o n s,  b o t h  e xp l i ci t  a n d  i m p l i ci t .  
( R 1,  R 2, R 3 )

• A  t h o r o u g h  r e sp o n se ,  su p p o r t e d  b y a  d e t a i l e d  se l e ct i o n  o f  r e l e va n t  i d e a s 
f r o m  t h e  t e xt .  ( R 3 ,  R 5 )

4 7–9 • B e g i n s t o  e va l u a t e  m a i n l y e xp l i ci t  i d e a s a n d  o p i n i o n s.  ( R 1,  R 2, R 3 )
• A n  a p p r o p r i a t e  r e sp o n se  t h a t  i n cl u d e s r e l e va n t  i d e a s f r o m  t h e  t e xt .  ( R 3 ,  R 5 )

3 5–6 • Se l e ct s a n d  co m m e n t s o n  e xp l i ci t  i d e a s a n d  o p i n i o n s.  ( R 1,  R 2, R 3 )
• M a ke s a  g e n e r a l  r e sp o n se  i n cl u d i n g  a  f e w  r e l e va n t  i d e a s f r o m  t h e  t e xt .   

( R 3 ,  R 5 )

2 3–4 • I d e n t i f i e s e xp l i ci t  i d e a s a n d  o p i n i o n s.  ( R 1,  R 2, R 3 )
• M a ke s a  l i m i t e d  r e s p o n se  w i t h  l i t t l e  e vi d e n ce  f r o m  t h e  t e xt .  ( R 3 ,  R 5 )  

1 1–2 • V e r y l i m i t e d  r e sp o n se  w i t h  m i n i m a l  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  t e xt .  ( R 1,  R 2, R 3 ,  R 5 )

0 0 • N o  cr e d i t a b l e  co n t e n t .
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Section B: Composition 

Questions 2, 3, 4 or 5

T h i s q u e st i o n  t e st s t h e  f o l l o w i n g  w r i t i n g  a ss e ssm e n t  o b j e ct i ve s ( 4 0 m a r ks)  

W1 a r t i cu l a t e  e xp e r i e n ce  a n d  e xp r e ss w h a t  i s t h o u g h t ,  f e l t  a n d  i m a g i n e d  
W2 o r g a n i se  a n d  st r u ct u r e  i d e a s a n d  o p i n i o n s f o r  d e l i b e r a t e  e f f e ct  
W3 u se  a  r a n g e  o f  vo ca b u l a r y a n d  se n t e n c e  st r u ct u r e s a p p r o p r i a t e  t o  co n t e xt
W4 u se  r e g i st e r  a p p r o p r i a t e  t o  co n t e xt
W5 m a ke  a ccu r a t e  u se  o f  sp e l l i n g ,  p u n ct u a t i o n  a n d  g r a m m a r .

Question Answer Marks

2 EITHER

Describe an occasion when a group of people are eating together.

Use  T a b l e  A  t o  g i ve  a  m a r k o u t  o f  16  f o r  co n t e n t  a n d  st r u ct u r e ,  a n d  T a b l e  B  t o  
g i ve  a  m a r k o u t  o f  24  f o r  st yl e  a n d  a ccu r a cy .

40

Question Answer Marks

3 OR

Describe a busy train or bus station.

Use  T a b l e  A  t o  g i ve  a  m a r k o u t  o f  16  f o r  co n t e n t  a n d  st r u ct u r e ,  a n d  T a b l e  B  t o  
g i ve  a  m a r k o u t  o f  24  f o r  st yl e  a n d  a ccu r a cy .

40

Question Answer Marks

4 OR

Write a story that includes the words, ‘… nothing could have prepared 
him for what he saw …’. 

Use  T a b l e  A  t o  g i ve  a  m a r k o u t  o f  16  f o r  co n t e n t  a n d  st r u ct u r e ,  a n d  T a b l e  B  t o  
g i ve  a  m a r k o u t  o f  24  f o r  st yl e  a n d  a ccu r a cy .

40

Question Answer Marks

5 OR

Write a story that involves a character new to the area. 

Use  T a b l e  A  t o  g i ve  a  m a r k o u t  o f  16  f o r  co n t e n t  a n d  st r u ct u r e ,  a n d  T a b l e  B  t o  
g i ve  a  m a r k o u t  o f  24  f o r  st yl e  a n d  a ccu r a cy .

40
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Marking criteria for Section B

Table A, Composition: Content and structure

Level Marks General and specific marking criteria

6 14–16 General

• Co n t e n t  i s co m p l e x ,  e n g a g i n g  a n d  e f f e ct i ve .  ( W 1)
• St r u ct u r e  i s se cu r e ,  w e l l  b a l a n ce d  a n d  ca r e f u l l y m a n a g e d  f o r  d e l i b e r a t e  

e f f e ct .  ( W 2)

Specific – descriptive

Many well-defined and developed ideas 
and images create a convincing overall 
picture with varieties of focus.

Specific – narrative

The plot is well-defined and 
strongly developed with features of 
fiction writing such as description, 
characterisation and effective climax, 
and convincing details.

5 11–13 General

• Co n t e n t  i s d e ve l o p e d ,  e n g a g i n g  a n d  e f f e ct i ve .  ( W 1)
• St r u ct u r e  i s w e l l  m a n a g e d ,  w i t h  so m e  ch o i ce s m a d e  f o r  d e l i b e r a t e  e f f e ct .  

( W 2)

Specific – descriptive

Frequent, well-chosen images and 
details give a mostly convincing picture.

Specific – narrative

The plot is defined and developed 
with features of fiction writing such as 
description, characterisation, climax 
and details.

4 8–10 General

• Co n t e n t  i s r e l e va n t  w i t h  so m e  d e ve l o p m e n t .  ( W 1)
• St r u ct u r e  i s co m p e t e n t l y m a n a g e d .  ( W 2)

Specific – descriptive

A selection of relevant ideas, images 
and details, even where there is a 
tendency to write in a narrative style.

Specific – narrative

The plot is relevant and cohesive, with 
some features such as characterisation 
and setting of scene.

3 5–7 General

• Co n t e n t  i s st r a i g h t f o r w a r d  a n d  b r i e f l y d e ve l o p e d .  ( W 1)    
• St r u ct u r e  i s m o st l y o r g a n i se d  b u t  m a y n o t  a l w a ys b e  e f f e ct i ve .  ( W 2)

Specific – descriptive

The task is addressed with a series 
of relevant but straightforward details, 
which may be more typical of a 
narrative.

Specific – narrative

The plot is straightforward, with limited 
use of the features of narrative writing.

PMT



09 9 0/ 02 Ca m b r i d g e  I G CSE ( 9 – 1)  –  M a r k Sch e m e F o r  e xa m i n a t i o n  
SPECIMEN f r o m  2020

P a g e  10 o f  12© UCLES 2017

Level Marks General and specific marking criteria

2 3–4 General

• Co n t e n t  i s si m p l e ,  a n d  i d e a s a n d  e ve n t s m a y b e  l i m i t e d .  ( W 1)
• St r u ct u r e  i s p a r t i a l l y o r g a n i se d  b u t  l i m i t e d  i n  i t s e f f e ct .  ( W 2)

Specific – descriptive

The recording of some relevant events 
with limited detail.

Specific – narrative

The plot is a simple narrative that may 
consist of events that are only partially 
linked and/or which are presented with 
partial clarity.

1 1–2 General

• Co n t e n t  i s o cca si o n a l l y r e l e va n t  o r  cl e a r .  ( W 1)
• St r u ct u r e  i s l i m i t e d  a n d  i n e f f e ct i ve .  ( W 2)

Specific – descriptive

The description is unclear and lacks 
detail.

Specific – narrative

The plot and/or narrative lacks 
coherence.

0 0 • N o  cr e d i t a b l e  co n t e n t .
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Table B, Composition: Style and accuracy

Level Marks Description

6 21–24 • P r e ci se ,  w e l l - ch o se n  vo ca b u l a r y a n d  va r i e d  se n t e n ce  st r u ct u r e s,  ch o se n  f o r  
e f f e ct .  ( W 3 )

• Co n si st e n t  w e l l - ch o se n  r e g i st e r  su i t a b l e  f o r  t h e  co n t e xt .  ( W 4 )
• Sp e l l i n g ,  p u n ct u a t i o n  a n d  g r a m m a r  a l m o st  a l w a ys a c cu r a t e .  ( W 5 )

5 17–20 • M o st l y p r e ci se  vo ca b u l a r y a n d  a  r a n g e  o f  se n t e n ce  st r u ct u r e s m o st l y u se d  
f o r  e f f e ct .  ( W 3 )

• M o st l y co n si st e n t  a p p r o p r i a t e  r e g i st e r  su i t a b l e  f o r  t h e  co n t e xt .  ( W 4 )
• Sp e l l i n g ,  p u n ct u a t i o n  a n d  g r a m m a r  m o st l y a ccu r a t e ,  w i t h  o cca si o n a l  m i n o r  

e r r o r s.  ( W 5 )

4 13–16 • So m e  p r e ci se  vo ca b u l a r y a n d  a  r a n g e  o f  se n t e n ce  st r u ct u r e s so m e t i m e s 
u se d  f o r  e f f e ct .  ( W 3 )

• So m e  a p p r o p r i a t e  r e g i st e r  f o r  t h e  co n t e xt .  ( W 4 )
• Sp e l l i n g ,  p u n ct u a t i o n  a n d  g r a m m a r  g e n e r a l l y a ccu r a t e ,  b u t  w i t h  so m e  e r r o r s.  

( W 5 )

3 9–12 • Si m p l e  vo ca b u l a r y a n d  a  r a n g e  o f  st r a i g h t f o r w a r d  se n t e n ce  st r u ct u r e s.  ( W 3 )
• Si m p l e  r e g i st e r  w i t h  a  g e n e r a l  a w a r e n e ss o f  t h e  co n t e xt .  ( W 4 )
• F r e q u e n t  e r r o r s o f  sp e l l i n g ,  p u n ct u a t i o n  a n d  g r a m m a r ,  o cca si o n a l l y se r i o u s.  

( W 5 )

2 5–8 • Li m i t e d  a n d / o r  i m p r e ci se  vo ca b u l a r y a n d  se n t e n ce  st r u ct u r e s.  ( W 3 )
• Li m i t e d  a n d / o r  i m p r e ci se  r e g i st e r  f o r  t h e  co n t e xt .  ( W 4 )
• P e r si st e n t  e r r o r s o f  sp e l l i n g ,  p u n ct u a t i o n  a n d  g r a m m a r .  ( W 5 )

1 1–4 • F r e q u e n t l y i m p r e ci s e  vo ca b u l a r y a n d  se n t e n ce  st r u ct u r e s.  ( W 3 )
• R e g i st e r  d e m o n st r a t e s l i t t l e  o r  n o  se n se  o f  t h e  co n t e x t .  ( W 4 )
• P e r si st e n t  e r r o r s o f  sp e l l i n g ,  p u n ct u a t i o n  a n d  g r a m m a r  i m p a i r  

co m m u n i ca t i o n .  ( W 5 )

0 0 • N o  cr e d i t a b l e  co n t e n t .
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